Take A Walk on the Wildside
Outdoor Science Program
8th Grade
Curriculum Standards/Activity

Lessons:
Earth Science
Life Science
Physical Science
ETS

Grade

State ID Description Standard

Earth’s system & Global
impact

8.ESS2 activities/experiments to understand *Analyze and interpret data to support the

the characteristics of the earth and assertion that rapid or gradual geographic changes
how the react and are impacted by lead to drastic population changes and extinction
humans events.

2) Evaluate data collected from seismographs to
create a model of Earth's structure.

3) Describe the relationship between the processes
and forces that create igneous, sedimentary, and
metamorphic rocks.

4) Gather and evaluate evidence that energy from
the earth’s interior drives convection cycles within
the asthenosphere which creates changes within
the lithosphere including plate movements, plate
boundaries, and sea-floor spreading.

5) Construct a scientific explanation using data that
explains the gradual process of plate tectonics
accounting for A) the distribution of fossils on
different continents, B) the occurrence of
earthquakes, and C) continental and ocean floor
features (including mountains, volcanoes, faults,
and trenches).

Geology:

*homemade volcano
*earthquakes

*plate interactions
*excavating challenge

8.ESS3 (coming soon) *Interpret data to explain that earth’s mineral, fossil
fuel, and groundwater resources are unevenly
distributed as a result of geologic processes.
*Collect data, map, and describe patterns in the
locations of volcanoes and earthquakes related to
tectonic plate boundaries, interactions, and
hotspots.
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